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Nationalpark Donau-Auen GmbH

Schlossplatz 1
2304 Orth an der Donau

The Donau-Auen National Park

... a world of its own

„The Lower Austrian Danube wetlands are a world of their own. Those who only know the forests, the mountains and the plains of this land do not realize that close to the city a rather solitary and distinctive wilderness exists.”

Crown Prince Rudolf of Austria, 1888

The Donau-Auen National Park is protecting one of the last large unbuilt wetlands areas in Europe. Here the dynamics of the flowing stream are still active. The rise and fall of the water levels define life rhythms in the wetlands. The river shaped this landscape with its floods and still nurtures today a large diversity of plants and animals. In the National Park nature can develop free from economic restrictions.

The Donau-Auen National Park...

· is a green ribbon between the conurbations of Vienna and Bratislava, 

· protects the largest natural riparian wetlands in Central Europe, which are still to a high degree ecologically intact, 

· is vitally influenced by the practically free-flowing stretch of the river Danube, which in this area still has the characteristic phenomena of an alpine stream, 

· represents a complexity of ecosystems with an enormous diversity of habitats, plant and animal species, 

· offers home and refuge to many endangered plants and animals, 

· deeply impresses visitors with the particular beauty of its landscape, 

· provides a natural overflow for floods, 

· guarantees high-quality drinking-water, 

· acts as filter and climate regulator for the whole region and 

· serves as a recreation area for people living in the surrounding region. 

Total area at present: 9,615 hectares owned by the Austrian Federal Forests, the Republic of Austria (Directorate of Inland Waterways), the Municipality of Vienna, and the Municipality of Hainburg. About 60% of this area are forests, approximately 25% are covered by water. 

Future aims: it is planned to extend the park to 11,500 hectares by adding privately-owned areas and areas owned by municipalities as well as agrarian cooperatives.

The river Danube forms part of the National Park over a distance of about 36km. Its waters flood the riverine land and thereby determine the natural rhythm of the riparian wetlands. The ecosystem is very dynamic. The highs and lows of water levels (which can vary by as much as 7 metres) show the extreme range of conditions to which the riparian wetlands are subjected.

The varying conditions lead to a diversity of habitats. Major habitats are

· the river Danube 

· canals and former tributaries of the Danube, all sorts of marshy pools and sloughs 

· gravel banks on islands and riverbanks 

· flat banks with siltation and wetlands 

· steep riverbanks 

· riverine forests (wet and moist wetlands) as well as forests on steep slopes 

· meadows and well drained, dry ground where the vegetation reminds one of savannahs. 

Obviously, this great range of habitats is the basis for an outstanding diversity of species. There is evidence of 

· more than 800 species of vascular plants, 

· 39 mammal and 100 breeding bird species, 8 reptile and 13 amphibian species and 67 different species of fish, 

· an abundance of terrestrial and aquatic invertebrates 

The history of the National Park:

The river Danube and its riparian wetlands have been affected by many human influences in the past. Regulation of the river Danube (end of the 19th century) resulted in: 

· correction and permanent regulation of the main stream 

· increased flow velocity led to reinforced erosion of the bed of the Danube and, thus, a lowering of the groundwater level 

· cutting off the river from the riparian wetlands favoured the siltation of the wetlands 

· natural river banks were destroyed by dikes 

· quicker runoff of the water 

· improved conditions for navigation 

The flood prevention dike has had the following effects: 

· protection of the Marchfeld area from recurrent flood disasters 

· parts of the wetlands were cut off from the Danube and its floods 

The building of hydro-electric power stations upstream has 

· affected the natural runoff of the river Danube 

· stopped the process of sediment transportation which has led to acceleration of the erosion of the riverbed
Intensive forestry in the past 

· converted large areas of natural riverine forests into unnatural monocultures and stands of the same age 

· introduced and supported non-native and exotic tree species 

· resulted in the construction of a dense forest road system 

Fishing 

· commercial fishing has caused intensive exploitation of fish stocks 

· was and still is a recreational activity 

· caused the introduction of non-native and exotic fish by intensive stocking 

Hunting 

· caused the extinction of animals that live in wetlands (e.g. beaver, otter) 

· has led to an unnaturally high number of hoofed game 

· caused almost complete exclusion of the local human population from the area during certain periods. 

First considerations regarding conservation and protection provisions:

From 1973: first plans regarding the establishment of a Danube-March-Thaya-Auen National Park. 

1978: the Lobau area is declared a nature preserve. (Since 1977, the Lower Lobau has also been an UNESCO biosphere reserve) 

1979: the riparian wetlands of the rivers Danube, Morava and Dyje in Lower Austria are declared a nature reserve. 

1983: the riparian wetlands of the rivers Danube, Morava and Dyje and the area of the Lower Lobau are classified as wetlands of international importance (according to the Ramsar Convention). 

1984: the most significant incident which led to the creation of the National Park was the prevention of the construction of a hydro-electric power station near Hainburg. The passive resistance against the projected hydro-electric power station was made successful by occupation of the wetlands near Hainburg - Stopfenreuther Au. About 6,000 people camped there in December 1984. It was decided not to build the hydro-electric power station for the time being. 

From 1985: development of alternatives for the hydro-electric power station at Hainburg by the Ecology Commission (maintaining the free-flowing stretch of the Danube and National Park or new options for a power station). 

1986-1989: scientific research for a future National Park by the Nationalparkplanung Donau-Auen; at the same time, discussion of new possibilities regarding a power station at the highest political level. 

1989: 411 hectares of the riparian wetlands near Regelsbrunn were purchased as a result of the WWF initiative “Ransom of Nature”. 

1990: agreement regarding the establishment of a National Park signed by the Republic of Austria and the Provinces of Lower Austria and Vienna. 

1991-1995: planning phase of the National Park by the “Betriebsgesellschaft Marchfeldkanal”. The most important conclusions were: The Danube riparian wetlands in and east of Vienna need to be protected by a National Park. A riparian wetlands National Park is incompatible with a hydro-electric power station. 

Finally, the formulation of political objectives led to the conclusion of an agreement regarding establishment and maintenance of a Donau-Auen National Park between the Republic of Austria and the Provinces of Lower Austria and Vienna on 27th October 1996. 

In 1997 the Donau-Auen National Park was internationally recognized by the IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature), as a category II reserve, which is a sign of particularly high quality and only granted to areas meriting special protection.
What is a National Park?

According to international criteria, a National Park serves:

· to maintain the ecological intactness of ecosystems for future generations 

· to exclude forms of utilization and stress which would affect the objectives of a National Park 

· to provide research, educational and recreational opportunities in a way that is in accordance with the environment and culture. 

Organisation of the Donau-Auen National Park 
The Donau-Auen National Park is administered by the National Park Company, a non-profit organization funded by the Republic of Austria and the Provinces of Lower Austria and Vienna as partners. The Managing Director of this organization is the Director of the National Park. The National Park Forest Administration Eckartsau of the Austrian Federal Forests and the National Park Forest Administration Lobau of the Forestry Office of Vienna are sub-divisions of the National Park Administration and, as such, are responsible for the implementation of management measures regarding areas owned by the Austrian Federal Forests and the City of Vienna. The Director of the National Park and the heads of the two forest administrations jointly form the Executive Committee.

The National Park council for Vienna may address recommendations to the National Park Administration. The National Park council for Lower Austria protects regional interests. Apart from the opportunity to make recommendations to the National Park Administration, the National Park council for Lower Austria also has the right of approval with respect to the annual plans of the National Park Administration. In some of the municipalities around the National Park, local councils have been established. In cases of particular local importance, they may address recommendations to the National Park Administration and to the National Park council for Lower Austria.

Since the creation of the National Park, no more commercial activities have been carried out – the area has been put out of use. This ensures the conservation of this unique habitat for future generations.  

However, it is not always sufficient to leave nature to itself – the National Park needs management. One of the main objectives of regulative intervention is to reconnect the Danube with its backwaters, as the floodplain needs regular floods. The water network projects of the National Park are trend setting and have found international recognition.

Rare animals and plants are protected in the National Park. Mudminnow, European pond turtle, sea eagle or kingfisher as well as distinctive species of flora such as various orchids, black poplar and wild vine have found a home here.

Welcome visitors!

The Donau-Auen National Park offers a wide variety of learning opportunities. This fascinating wetlands landscape can be experienced on land and water. Together with national park rangers, guests can get to know the captivating world of the Danube wetlands on a guided walking tour, in a canoe or rubber dinghy, or on a cycling tour. What is more, there are many events, workshops, programmes for school classes and clubs and even project weeks. The National Park programmes offer something for everyone: children and adults, single guests and families, school classes and groups. The only thing you need is time: time to come to the National Park yourself and experience all it has to offer!
If you notify us in advance, we would be happy to offer National Park programmes in English.
schlossORTH National Park Visitor Centre
The visitor centre at the Donau-Auen National Park in Orth on the Danube beckons as "Gateway to the Wetlands" - the starting place for getting to know the fascinating world of the Danube wetlands. Every visit is made more special by taking a national park guided tour! Only 15 km outside the Vienna city limits. It offers:
· Information and reservations
· Multimedia exhibitions
· Schlossinsel ("castle island") on the grounds including underwater observatory 
· Lookout tower and castle courtyard
· National Park Shop and Lounge
· Event centre of the town of Orth on the Danube
schlossORTH National Park Visitor Centre 
Schlossplatz 1
2304 Orth/Danube, Austria
Tel. +43 2212/3555
e-mail: schlossorth@donauauen.at, www.donauauen.at
wien-lobAU National Park House

Located in the 22nd district of Vienna, the wien-lobAU National Park House is a place of experience and adventure, information and recreation and is managed by the City of Vienna's Municipal Department 49 (Forestry Office and Urban Agriculture). 

· Information Point
· Multimedia exhibitions
· Open ground with exploration area

· Event and seminar facilities
· Rendezvous point for national park tours 
wien-lobAU National Park House
Dechantweg 8
1220 Vienna, Austria
Tel.: +43 1/4000-49495
e-mail: nh@m49.magwien.gv.at, www.nph-lobau.wien.at


The Donau-Auen National Park without a Guide

You can also get to know the Danube wetlands on your own by taking a walk or a cycling tour through the national park. There is a network of marked trails and signage for visitors in the park, whereby bringing your own hiking map is always a good idea. In order to protect nature in the national parks, you must stay on the marked trails and dogs must be kept on a leash. In some bodies of water, swimming and (non-motorised) boating is allowed. 
Caution: when waters are at high levels it may be necessary to re-route or even close some of the trails for safety reasons!
Welcome visitors! Please…
· Enjoy unspoilt nature during your walks, stay on the marked trails and refrain from making unnecessary noise 

· Keep your dog on a leash in order to protect wildlife and other park visitors 

· Ride your bike only on the green cycling paths 

· Paddle only on the designated boating routes and only dock on the Danube on shore sections which have been allowed for this purpose 

· Help to keep the National Park tidy by taking your rubbish with you when you leave the park 

· Do not pick protected plants 

· Be aware that campfires and tents are not allowed in the wetlands
We are looking forward to welcoming you in the National Park Donau-Auen!

Further Information
schlossORTH Nationalpark-Zentrum 
phone: + 43 2212/3555
e-mail: schlossorth@donauauen.at
www.donauauen.at
